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Former Berwyn Resident, Veteran Honored
A veteran of World War II and former Berwyn
resident, who was killed along with several
others in a military plane crash in Nebraska
in 1943, was among those honored when a
Nebraska village dedicated a marker in their
memory in August.
Sgt. William G. Williams was one of seventeen victims when two B-24 bombers collided in midair north of Milligan, Nebraska,
on October 25, 1943, near Fairmont Army
Air Field. Milligan is located about 45 miles
southwest of Lincoln.
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Sgt. Williams was the son of Richard and
Edna Williams who lived on the 1400 block
of Elmwood Avenue. His father was a junior
vice commander of Cicero Post 92 of the
American Legion. Williams was a graduate of
Morton High School and, before he enlisted
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, was employed
by the American Can Company. Williams
was 20 years old at the time of his death.
Only one man, Lt. Melvin Klein of Chicago,
co-pilot of one of the bombers, survived the
crash when he was thrown out of the plane
and parachuted to earth.
In April 2010 David Olson, president of the
Berwyn Historical Society, was contacted by
a researcher in Milligan, Nebraska, who was
seeking further information on Williams and
other victims of the crash. Olson located the
record of Williams’ funeral and other infor-

mation at Svec Funeral Home, which handled the
arrangements. Pastor Andrew Swasko from Berwyn
United Lutheran Church, officiated. Sgt. Williams
was buried in the Greenlawn section at Woodlawn
Cemetery in Forest Park.
On August 14, 2010, the village of Milligan, Nebraska, (pop. 279), dedicated Nebraska State Historical Markers commemorating three World War
II air crashes from Oct. 1943 to Sept. 1944 and
honoring the thirty-two airmen who died. The
event was featured on a Mike Leonard report on
NBC’s Today Show. A link
to this spot may be found
online at: http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/26184891/
vp/39095182#39095182
In addition to the dedication
ceremony, the event included the Milligan Czech Brass
Band, a BBQ picnic, and a
reception and dance.
As far as we know, no close
relatives of Sgt. Williams have been located. Anyone
who knows further details about Staff Sgt. William
G. Williams or his family is asked to contact the
Berwyn Historical Society at 484-0020, so a more
complete story about him can be reconstructed.
Further information and photos can be found online at: http://www.milliganne.org/WWIICrashes.
Visit us at www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org
or email us at info@berwynhistoricalsociety.org

Berwyn World War I
Memorial Restored
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How You Can Help the BHS

war memorials and gravesites

Unfortunately, on reaching Berwyn’s oldest memorial, located
at the apex of Ogden Avenue/34th Street/Ridgeland Ave triangle, visitors have found the site not only solitarily unvisited but
appearing neglected, nearly obscured by vegetation and with an
American flag sadly in need of replacement.
The granite stone, placed on the site in 1918, and the brass
plaque, donated the following year by the Berwyn Woman’s
Club, stand as a secure testimonial to eleven Berwyn men who
gave their lives in World War I. But due to the passage of time,
the creation of newer monuments and more recent wars, the
annual flag ceremonies once held at this memorial by school
students and veterans’ organizations have shifted to other sites.
The sacrifices recorded in stone and brass at this location appeared to have faded from people’s memories.
In 1995, following a similar period of neglect, a combined effort by city officials, business leaders, veterans and community organizations led to a refurbishing of the site. The flagpole
was repainted by volunteers and a new flag was flown. Trees
were trimmed, the area was landscaped and 34th Street between
Ogden and Gunderson Avenues was designated as “Veterans’
Drive.”
Now, in 2010, a similar restoration effort has been launched.
The initial investigation was conducted by Lucile Evans, a
Berwyn resident inspired by her late father’s service in the U.S.
Cavalry in 1917-18, and Donald Pechous, a current Stickney
resident and former Berwyn City Clerk, who helped organize
the 1995 renovation during the administration of former Mayor Thomas Shaughnessy. Throughout the summer Evans and
Pechous have solicited community involvement to restore the
monument to its place of importance in the community.
Work has taken place to trim bushes, remove weeds, and plant
flowers to restore the garden setting. The flagpole is set to be
repainted, and the flag to be lit once again at night.
Rededication ceremonies will take place on Sat., Nov. 6 and on
Veterans’ Day, Thurs., Nov. 11. Both events will take place at
11:00 a.m. The names of the WW I veterans will be read, and
wreaths will be placed at the monument. The public is invited
to attend.
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The above article is based on a Letter to the Editor,
written by Lucile Evans on June 16, 2010.
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Our Mission is to preserve, protect and promote architectural and historic resources in
Berwyn through advocacy and education.

The Berwyn Historical Society was formed
in 1979 to save the Berwyn train station. Its
purpose is preserve the history of Berwyn.
The Society is an all-volunteer, non-profit
organization whose membership is open to all
individuals, families, community organizations
and businesses. Our office is located in the
North Berwyn Congregational Church,
1241 South Oak Park Avenue. Membership
includes educational programs, special events and
quarterly newsletters. To volunteer or for more
information, contact the BHS office at
(708) 484-0020 or write to: Berwyn Historical
Society, PO Box 479, Berwyn, IL 60402.
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Reverend David Olson President
Kristine Dillon Vice President
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Sabine Krauss Secretary
Tammy Clausen
Gail Lofgren
Marge Paul
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Josephine Tucci
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Past-Times is a publication of the BHS.
Copyright © 2010
We welcome replies to the information
contained in this newsletter. Article
contributions are also welcome. Please call or
write us at the above address. The Past-Times
newsletter is a membership benefit of
the Berwyn Historical Society.

Berwyn Historical Society has a board with
members. They are willing to work hard, but
can’t do it all. Here are some suggestions on
you, as a BHS member, can help make this a
and effective organization.

Attend the Annual Meeting, Nov. 7
We will begin in the Berwyn Public Library Community Room at 2:00 p.m. After the program and
election, we will have an open house at the newly
restored Berwyn National Bank building.

Renew your BHS membership
We extended your membership, free of charge, for
the current year. For 2011, however, we will be asking for you to renew your membership at a very
modest cost. Your may use the membership form on
the back page of this newsletter.

Recycle Old Berwyn Photos and Artifacts
While the BHS does not currently have a space for
museum displays, we are still able to collect historic
photos and items. Don’t throw them away if they
might reveal something significant about Berwyn’s
history.

Help with mailings
We have several mailings throughout the year, and
we often need help to fold, stuff, seal, stamp and address 200-300 pieces. It’s not hard work, but takes
a lot of time if only one or two are doing the job.
With a few extra volunteers it can be faster and more
fun.

Add Content to Newsletters and Website
Do you have a love of writing? We are always looking for articles for the newsletter and website.
Translate into Spanish
In an effort to include many newer residents of
Berwyn, and to recognize their history as well, we
hope to translate some items into Spanish. If you
have fluency in Spanish, your skill could be very
useful to the BHS.
			
David Olson, President

Assist with research
Do you like to read and to make discoveries? Then
this might be for you. Research on Berwyn history
can be done at the Berwyn Public Library (using
microfilm readers) or at the BHS offices, perusing
some of our dozens of bound newspapers from the
past. This can be fun, and who knows what useful,
interesting, or amusing gems you’ll find in the papers from years ago? Some of them, in fact, may find
their way into this newsletter.

A nnual M eeting
November 7, 2010
2 p.m.
B erwyn P ublic L ibrary
C ommunity R oom
C elebrating C hicago :
A Tour of the Neighborhoods
with B ill H inchliff

Volunteer for major events
As always, we’ll need helpers for our major events,
such as the Antiques and Collectibles Sale on April
10, 2011; and the Historic Berwyn’s Bungalow Tour
on September 25, 2011. It’s not too early to set aside
those dates and to volunteer.

Bill Hinchliff will give a slide presentation about
the history of many of Chicago’s diverse and famous
neighborhoods. Join us for a tour of Chicago neighborhoods, from Rogers Park on the North Side to
Hegewisch on the far South Side. Hinchliff, a 25year docent with the Chicago Architecture Foundation, is an engaging lecturer and an authority on the
architecture and cultural history of Chicago.

Attend special events
The BHS has speakers and programs, from time to
time, and they are open to all of our members. By
your presence you are not only educating yourself,
but telling us that you are interested in local history.
Your suggestions for programs are always welcome
too.

Following the meeting join us for an exclusive
tour of the B erwyn N ational B ank B uilding .
Visit us at www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org
or email us at info@berwynhistoricalsociety.org
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the railroad refused, saying there were already
stations at LaVergne and at Harlem Avenue.
Undaunted, the two developers built a station
themselves and the railroad agreed to stop there.

In Time for the Holidays
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Berwyn Train Depot
Berwyn’s First Church
Berwyn National Bank
Berwyn Health Center
Berwyn City Hall
Berwyn Bungalow
City of Homes
Lincoln the Friendly Neighbor
Arthur J. Dunham House

With a growing subdivision and railroad station
to serve it on the way, Piper and Andrews needed a name. They sought out the CB&Q’s passenger agent, P.S. Eustis, who gave them a set of
railroad timetables. After poring through them,
they came across Berwyn, a small town about
18 miles west of Philadelphia. Berwyn, Pennsylvania, was a beautiful and affluent village noted
for its fine gardens and scenic setting. Since this
was exactly the sort of community that the two
developers hoped to replicate in Illinois, Piper
and Andrews decided that Berwyn was the perfect name. On May 17, 1890, the Cicero Town
Board gave its approval and Berwyn, Illinois
was born.

What Happened ‘Back Then’?
William J. Kriz touted the “totally modern facilities to
compare favorably with many suburban communities
and surpass most.”

100 years ago, 1910 – Forest fires in Minnesota kill
over 300 people Oct. 9. The Great Chicago Fire and
the Peshtigo, WI forest fires were raging on the same
date (Oct. 8-10) in 1871. New U.S. football rules reduce deaths in the sport to 14, compared with 24 the
previous year.

Soon, a general store and office building costing about $6,000 was constructed, followed by
a small post office. Homes quickly followed and
gradually, eight miles of streets were macadamized and sidewalks were laid. In those early
years, Piper and Andrews were actively promoting their growing community, advertising extensively in Chicago newspapers.

25 years ago, 1985 – Mikhail Gorbachev becomes new
Soviet leader, bringing a new style of leadership to the
Kremlin and helping to end the Cold War. But terrorist groups, including death squads in South America,
various Palestinian groups, the Irish Republican Army,
Basque separatist groups in Spain, and Sikhs in India.,
kept the world on edge.

75 years ago, 1935 – Mussolini’s armies invade Ethiopia. Hitler promises to remove anti-Jewish signs during the 1936 Olympics. TWA “air hostesses” begin flying on 14-passenger DC-2 planes.

Kristine Dillon, design
Fran Gregory, illustration

Berwyn’s growth was such that soon some form
of local government was necessary and, in 1902,
it was incorporated as a village. Six years later,
on June 6, 1908, Berwyn became a city, receiving its official charter from the State of Illinois.
The 1910 census recorded Berwyn’s population
as 5,841.

Posters are available for $5.00
Find them at the
Berwyn Public Library
T he B erwyn H istorical S ociety is Now O nline
Please visit our new website at
www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org

The first two decades of the twentieth century
saw Berwyn develop in much the same way as
other Chicago suburbs. It was a place in which,
as “The WPA Guide to Illinois” states, “harried
commuters relaxed in the evening, weeded gardens, set hens, and mowed their lawns.”

Sign up for email notifications, browse previous Past
Times, Galleries and Resources.
We are looking for feedback and welcome any interesting stories or photos you would like to share on the
BHS website.
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Locally, parking meters are removed from Cermak
Road, from Lombard to Wesley during renovations of
the street. Some shop-owners worry that a two-hour
parking limit would be hard to enforce and might be
harmful to their businesses. The change would be reevaluated after six months.

Locally, civic organizations and area communities seek
to extend the “L” beyond Berwyn to Brookfield Zoo.
The Rapid Transit commission vigorously opposes this
extension, claiming it is more practical for the C B &
Q railroad to serve the Zoo.
50 years ago, 1960 – Kennedy-Nixon debates on TV.
Cuba’s Fidel Castro assails the U.S. in a U.N. speech
over four hours long. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev
protests by banging his shoe on a table during a U.N.
session. Detroit Lions win the national football crown
in the first championship game where the Chicago
Bears were not included. John Kennedy elected President by fewer than 120,000 votes.

History Repeats Itself?
100 years ago, the Philadelphia Athletics beat the Chicago Cubs to take the World Series in five games.
75 years ago, the Detroit Tigers win the World Series
over the Cubs in six games.
50 years ago, the Cubs had 63 wins, 91 losses.
25 years ago, the Cubs had 77 wins, 84 losses.
This year, the Cubs had 75 wins, 87 losses.

Locally, the Berwyn Life headline reads, “Kennedy
Leads Locally, Nationally,” although Nixon held a
scant margin over Kennedy in both Berwyn and Cicero. Groundbreaking was held for a new police station at 26th Street and Wesley Ave. Berwyn Mayor

World news from Chronicle of the 20th Century.
Local news gleaned from the Berwyn Life

Visit us at www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org
or email us at info@berwynhistoricalsociety.org

3

Thank you all for a successful 4th Bungalow Tour 2010
B ungalows

and

I am pleased to share that the 2010 bungalow tour
was a success. The tour is the largest annual fundraiser for the Society, so it is always my hope that
turnout of tour participants will be strong. We had
roughly 300 people through the houses on Sunday,
September 26, not a bad number when you consider
we took a year off from holding the event and then
changed the time of year it took place.

M ore
me which one of my children is my favorite, they
are all so different.” The tour featured two lovely
Chicago-style bungalows, each situated on a corner
lot. Both houses were believed to be built in 1929
and share similar layouts as well as beautiful art
glass windows. The Dunham House and the Chester Bragg House boast architectural pedigrees. The
former was designed by the prestigious firm of Tallmadge and Watson and built in 1907. It is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. The latter
is a rare example of a Frank Lloyd Wright American
System Built house and was constructed in 1916.
The tour also featured a beautiful Queen Anne style
house from the Victorian period. Built in 1890/91,
the interior of the house features original open fretwork screens in the parlor and dining room, and an
impressive floor to ceiling buffet/china cabinet. The
exterior of the house features a turret topped by a
roof finial and decorative stone insets near second
story windows.

This year we had the chance to showcase some especially lovely houses which were not the traditional
brick, Chicago-style bungalows synonymous with
Berwyn. The organizing committee quickly agreed
that it was an opportunity not to be passed up. David Olson, president of the BHS, suggested giving
this year’s tour a title which would encompass the
additional housing styles added to the bungalow roster. He suggested we call the tour “Bungalows and
More.” We did just that and, liking the flexibility it
allowed us, plan to use it for future tours.
Volunteer involvement is essential for the tour to
take place. I have always made a point of touring
each house the day of the event. I like to hear the
presentations given by the house captains and docents, and I like to make sure everything is running
smoothly. These volunteers did a fantastic job sharing the history and points of interest of the houses
with the tour-goers. I felt very proud of them. Not
only did they make the BHS look good, but they
made the city of Berwyn shine. For one day, this tour
brings a large and diverse group of Berwyn’s citizens
together who volunteer to work in such a positive
manner, and they showcase all that is best about the
city of Berwyn. While we have never set an age restriction for docents, we have never had a docent this
young participate in the event. Shannon Donnelly, a
preteen, was asked to volunteer as a docent when it
was apparent how much she knew about the history
of her family’s house and how enthusiastic she was
to share it.

A charming arts and crafts style bungalow, built in
1920, featured displays of the many documents and
photos pertaining to the house left by the original
owners. The current owners positioned one of the
chairs belonging to the original owners in the exact
spot it appeared in a circa 1920 photo. An especially
large, California-style bungalow completed the roster of the tour houses. Tour-goers took advantage
of the pleasant fall afternoon, sitting in one of the
many chairs lining the home’s large front porch,
one of the defining features of this style of bungalow. Believed to be built in 1908, the home gives
a nod to its past with a lovely brick fireplace surround flanked by built-in bookcases and art glass
windows. It also features a finished basement complete with built-in bar and a wine cellar as well as
a Jacuzzi spa. All of the houses that were featured
on the 2010 tour are located in the vicinity of the
Depot District.
To the home owners, the volunteers, the organizing
committee, and all those who attended this event,
please accept a big heartfelt thank you from me as
well as my fellow board members at the BHS.

The houses, the houses! We can’t thank the home
owners and St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal
Church enough for generously opening their doors
to the public. One of the docents shared with me
that when asking a tour-goer which home was their
favorite, the response given was, “that’s like asking

Sincerely,
Kristine Dillon
Organizing Chairman
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Homes Featured on the Bungalows and More Tour
Photos courtesy of Matt Schademann

The Depot District
Site of the 2010 Bungalow Tour
and the only route to Chicago or to the west was via
the Plank Road (now Ogden Avenue). On October
9, 1862, he solved his problem by selling an 80-foot
wide strip of property to the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad for $750. The rail line opened
on May 29, 1864, but it was nearly a decade before
the CB&Q thought LaVergne worth stopping at and
then only as a flag stop.

In 1850, Chicago was a city of 30,000 people. By
the end of the decade, its population had more than
tripled to 109,000. The entire state of Illinois, which
by 1860 had become the fourth most populous state
in the Union, experienced explosive development
during the decade of the 1850s. This development
was most felt in and around the city of Chicago,
which became a transportation and commercial hub
almost overnight. This is part of the greater American story of the proliferation of railroads and their
effects.

The LaVergne Station was built in 1874 while the
Berwyn and Harlem Stations were built in 1890.
Originally known as Burlington Suburban Station,
The Berwyn Station was registered on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1982.

Berwyn’s history is not unique in this sense. Berwyn’s development began in 1864 when the Chicago Burlington and Quincy Railroad line entered
the town, known as LaVergne, and the surrounding
marshy land was soon developed.

The city now known as Berwyn had its real beginnings when two attorneys and real estate partners,
Charles E. Piper and Wilbur J. Andews, purchased
106 acres from the Field syndicate for development
near the CB&Q tracks. In those early days, rail lines
had a major impact on the development of suburbs
in the Chicago area. Piper and Andrews asked the
CB&Q to build a station at Oak Park Avenue, but

Thomas Baldwin envisioned his 357-acre community as an upper middle class enclave. He knew he
needed more than township status to attract prospective residents to his dream community. The only
transportation to LaVergne was horse and buggy,

C o n t i n u e d o n pa g e 6
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the railroad refused, saying there were already
stations at LaVergne and at Harlem Avenue.
Undaunted, the two developers built a station
themselves and the railroad agreed to stop there.
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With a growing subdivision and railroad station
to serve it on the way, Piper and Andrews needed a name. They sought out the CB&Q’s passenger agent, P.S. Eustis, who gave them a set of
railroad timetables. After poring through them,
they came across Berwyn, a small town about
18 miles west of Philadelphia. Berwyn, Pennsylvania, was a beautiful and affluent village noted
for its fine gardens and scenic setting. Since this
was exactly the sort of community that the two
developers hoped to replicate in Illinois, Piper
and Andrews decided that Berwyn was the perfect name. On May 17, 1890, the Cicero Town
Board gave its approval and Berwyn, Illinois
was born.

What Happened ‘Back Then’?
William J. Kriz touted the “totally modern facilities to
compare favorably with many suburban communities
and surpass most.”

100 years ago, 1910 – Forest fires in Minnesota kill
over 300 people Oct. 9. The Great Chicago Fire and
the Peshtigo, WI forest fires were raging on the same
date (Oct. 8-10) in 1871. New U.S. football rules reduce deaths in the sport to 14, compared with 24 the
previous year.

Soon, a general store and office building costing about $6,000 was constructed, followed by
a small post office. Homes quickly followed and
gradually, eight miles of streets were macadamized and sidewalks were laid. In those early
years, Piper and Andrews were actively promoting their growing community, advertising extensively in Chicago newspapers.

25 years ago, 1985 – Mikhail Gorbachev becomes new
Soviet leader, bringing a new style of leadership to the
Kremlin and helping to end the Cold War. But terrorist groups, including death squads in South America,
various Palestinian groups, the Irish Republican Army,
Basque separatist groups in Spain, and Sikhs in India.,
kept the world on edge.

75 years ago, 1935 – Mussolini’s armies invade Ethiopia. Hitler promises to remove anti-Jewish signs during the 1936 Olympics. TWA “air hostesses” begin flying on 14-passenger DC-2 planes.

Kristine Dillon, design
Fran Gregory, illustration

Berwyn’s growth was such that soon some form
of local government was necessary and, in 1902,
it was incorporated as a village. Six years later,
on June 6, 1908, Berwyn became a city, receiving its official charter from the State of Illinois.
The 1910 census recorded Berwyn’s population
as 5,841.
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The Rapid Transit commission vigorously opposes this
extension, claiming it is more practical for the C B &
Q railroad to serve the Zoo.
50 years ago, 1960 – Kennedy-Nixon debates on TV.
Cuba’s Fidel Castro assails the U.S. in a U.N. speech
over four hours long. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev
protests by banging his shoe on a table during a U.N.
session. Detroit Lions win the national football crown
in the first championship game where the Chicago
Bears were not included. John Kennedy elected President by fewer than 120,000 votes.

History Repeats Itself?
100 years ago, the Philadelphia Athletics beat the Chicago Cubs to take the World Series in five games.
75 years ago, the Detroit Tigers win the World Series
over the Cubs in six games.
50 years ago, the Cubs had 63 wins, 91 losses.
25 years ago, the Cubs had 77 wins, 84 losses.
This year, the Cubs had 75 wins, 87 losses.

Locally, the Berwyn Life headline reads, “Kennedy
Leads Locally, Nationally,” although Nixon held a
scant margin over Kennedy in both Berwyn and Cicero. Groundbreaking was held for a new police station at 26th Street and Wesley Ave. Berwyn Mayor

World news from Chronicle of the 20th Century.
Local news gleaned from the Berwyn Life

Visit us at www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org
or email us at info@berwynhistoricalsociety.org
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Berwyn World War I
Memorial Restored
A rea

How You Can Help the BHS

war memorials and gravesites

Unfortunately, on reaching Berwyn’s oldest memorial, located
at the apex of Ogden Avenue/34th Street/Ridgeland Ave triangle, visitors have found the site not only solitarily unvisited but
appearing neglected, nearly obscured by vegetation and with an
American flag sadly in need of replacement.
The granite stone, placed on the site in 1918, and the brass
plaque, donated the following year by the Berwyn Woman’s
Club, stand as a secure testimonial to eleven Berwyn men who
gave their lives in World War I. But due to the passage of time,
the creation of newer monuments and more recent wars, the
annual flag ceremonies once held at this memorial by school
students and veterans’ organizations have shifted to other sites.
The sacrifices recorded in stone and brass at this location appeared to have faded from people’s memories.
In 1995, following a similar period of neglect, a combined effort by city officials, business leaders, veterans and community organizations led to a refurbishing of the site. The flagpole
was repainted by volunteers and a new flag was flown. Trees
were trimmed, the area was landscaped and 34th Street between
Ogden and Gunderson Avenues was designated as “Veterans’
Drive.”
Now, in 2010, a similar restoration effort has been launched.
The initial investigation was conducted by Lucile Evans, a
Berwyn resident inspired by her late father’s service in the U.S.
Cavalry in 1917-18, and Donald Pechous, a current Stickney
resident and former Berwyn City Clerk, who helped organize
the 1995 renovation during the administration of former Mayor Thomas Shaughnessy. Throughout the summer Evans and
Pechous have solicited community involvement to restore the
monument to its place of importance in the community.
Work has taken place to trim bushes, remove weeds, and plant
flowers to restore the garden setting. The flagpole is set to be
repainted, and the flag to be lit once again at night.
Rededication ceremonies will take place on Sat., Nov. 6 and on
Veterans’ Day, Thurs., Nov. 11. Both events will take place at
11:00 a.m. The names of the WW I veterans will be read, and
wreaths will be placed at the monument. The public is invited
to attend.
		

The
nine
they
how
vital

The above article is based on a Letter to the Editor,
written by Lucile Evans on June 16, 2010.
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Ber wyn Historical Socie t y

Our Mission is to preserve, protect and promote architectural and historic resources in
Berwyn through advocacy and education.

The Berwyn Historical Society was formed
in 1979 to save the Berwyn train station. Its
purpose is preserve the history of Berwyn.
The Society is an all-volunteer, non-profit
organization whose membership is open to all
individuals, families, community organizations
and businesses. Our office is located in the
North Berwyn Congregational Church,
1241 South Oak Park Avenue. Membership
includes educational programs, special events and
quarterly newsletters. To volunteer or for more
information, contact the BHS office at
(708) 484-0020 or write to: Berwyn Historical
Society, PO Box 479, Berwyn, IL 60402.

Board Members

Reverend David Olson President
Kristine Dillon Vice President
Diane Mastny Treasurer
Sabine Krauss Secretary
Tammy Clausen
Gail Lofgren
Marge Paul
Matt Schademann
Josephine Tucci
Tammy Clausen Graphic Design
Past-Times is a publication of the BHS.
Copyright © 2010
We welcome replies to the information
contained in this newsletter. Article
contributions are also welcome. Please call or
write us at the above address. The Past-Times
newsletter is a membership benefit of
the Berwyn Historical Society.

Berwyn Historical Society has a board with
members. They are willing to work hard, but
can’t do it all. Here are some suggestions on
you, as a BHS member, can help make this a
and effective organization.

Attend the Annual Meeting, Nov. 7
We will begin in the Berwyn Public Library Community Room at 2:00 p.m. After the program and
election, we will have an open house at the newly
restored Berwyn National Bank building.

Renew your BHS membership
We extended your membership, free of charge, for
the current year. For 2011, however, we will be asking for you to renew your membership at a very
modest cost. Your may use the membership form on
the back page of this newsletter.

Recycle Old Berwyn Photos and Artifacts
While the BHS does not currently have a space for
museum displays, we are still able to collect historic
photos and items. Don’t throw them away if they
might reveal something significant about Berwyn’s
history.

Help with mailings
We have several mailings throughout the year, and
we often need help to fold, stuff, seal, stamp and address 200-300 pieces. It’s not hard work, but takes
a lot of time if only one or two are doing the job.
With a few extra volunteers it can be faster and more
fun.

Add Content to Newsletters and Website
Do you have a love of writing? We are always looking for articles for the newsletter and website.
Translate into Spanish
In an effort to include many newer residents of
Berwyn, and to recognize their history as well, we
hope to translate some items into Spanish. If you
have fluency in Spanish, your skill could be very
useful to the BHS.
			
David Olson, President

Assist with research
Do you like to read and to make discoveries? Then
this might be for you. Research on Berwyn history
can be done at the Berwyn Public Library (using
microfilm readers) or at the BHS offices, perusing
some of our dozens of bound newspapers from the
past. This can be fun, and who knows what useful,
interesting, or amusing gems you’ll find in the papers from years ago? Some of them, in fact, may find
their way into this newsletter.

A nnual M eeting
November 7, 2010
2 p.m.
B erwyn P ublic L ibrary
C ommunity R oom
C elebrating C hicago :
A Tour of the Neighborhoods
with B ill H inchliff

Volunteer for major events
As always, we’ll need helpers for our major events,
such as the Antiques and Collectibles Sale on April
10, 2011; and the Historic Berwyn’s Bungalow Tour
on September 25, 2011. It’s not too early to set aside
those dates and to volunteer.

Bill Hinchliff will give a slide presentation about
the history of many of Chicago’s diverse and famous
neighborhoods. Join us for a tour of Chicago neighborhoods, from Rogers Park on the North Side to
Hegewisch on the far South Side. Hinchliff, a 25year docent with the Chicago Architecture Foundation, is an engaging lecturer and an authority on the
architecture and cultural history of Chicago.

Attend special events
The BHS has speakers and programs, from time to
time, and they are open to all of our members. By
your presence you are not only educating yourself,
but telling us that you are interested in local history.
Your suggestions for programs are always welcome
too.

Following the meeting join us for an exclusive
tour of the B erwyn N ational B ank B uilding .
Visit us at www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org
or email us at info@berwynhistoricalsociety.org
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Former Berwyn Resident, Veteran Honored
A veteran of World War II and former Berwyn
resident, who was killed along with several
others in a military plane crash in Nebraska
in 1943, was among those honored when a
Nebraska village dedicated a marker in their
memory in August.
Sgt. William G. Williams was one of seventeen victims when two B-24 bombers collided in midair north of Milligan, Nebraska,
on October 25, 1943, near Fairmont Army
Air Field. Milligan is located about 45 miles
southwest of Lincoln.

Ber wyn Historical Socie t y

“Remembering Our Past for the Future”
P. O . B o x 4 7 9
B e r w y n , IL 6 0 4 0 2

Sgt. Williams was the son of Richard and
Edna Williams who lived on the 1400 block
of Elmwood Avenue. His father was a junior
vice commander of Cicero Post 92 of the
American Legion. Williams was a graduate of
Morton High School and, before he enlisted
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, was employed
by the American Can Company. Williams
was 20 years old at the time of his death.
Only one man, Lt. Melvin Klein of Chicago,
co-pilot of one of the bombers, survived the
crash when he was thrown out of the plane
and parachuted to earth.
In April 2010 David Olson, president of the
Berwyn Historical Society, was contacted by
a researcher in Milligan, Nebraska, who was
seeking further information on Williams and
other victims of the crash. Olson located the
record of Williams’ funeral and other infor-

mation at Svec Funeral Home, which handled the
arrangements. Pastor Andrew Swasko from Berwyn
United Lutheran Church, officiated. Sgt. Williams
was buried in the Greenlawn section at Woodlawn
Cemetery in Forest Park.
On August 14, 2010, the village of Milligan, Nebraska, (pop. 279), dedicated Nebraska State Historical Markers commemorating three World War
II air crashes from Oct. 1943 to Sept. 1944 and
honoring the thirty-two airmen who died. The
event was featured on a Mike Leonard report on
NBC’s Today Show. A link
to this spot may be found
online at: http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/26184891/
vp/39095182#39095182
In addition to the dedication
ceremony, the event included the Milligan Czech Brass
Band, a BBQ picnic, and a
reception and dance.
As far as we know, no close
relatives of Sgt. Williams have been located. Anyone
who knows further details about Staff Sgt. William
G. Williams or his family is asked to contact the
Berwyn Historical Society at 484-0020, so a more
complete story about him can be reconstructed.
Further information and photos can be found online at: http://www.milliganne.org/WWIICrashes.
Visit us at www.berwynhistoricalsociety.org
or email us at info@berwynhistoricalsociety.org

